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WHEATBELT — CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE IN AVIATION TRAINING 
Statement by Minister for Regional Development 

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Central Wheatbelt — Minister for Regional Development) [9.13 am]: I rise to inform 
the house of the importance of Western Australia’s wheatbelt as an aviation centre and the announcement of a 
new Australian Flight Instructor Training School to be established at the Northam Airfield. The new training 
school follows a $500 000 funding boost from the Liberal-National government, which will be made available 
through the Wheatbelt Development Commission and administered by the Avon Community Development 
Foundation. This grant will allow for the building of a new administration centre and help secure 
accommodation for the next six months for the school’s Australian and international students. 

There is a real need for quality commercial flight instructors, and Northam’s airfield provides uncluttered 
airspace and will allow the school to develop cost-effective flight training. While the training school will initially 
be located at Northam Airfield, it is hoped that it will expand to include facilities at Wyalkatchem and 
Cunderdin. In response to that, I have created a ministerial taskforce to identify a plan for the growth of general 
aviation activities in the area. This taskforce will be chaired by Hon Max Trenorden, MLC, and will include 
Hon Mia Davies, MLC, as well as representatives from the Wheatbelt Development Commission, the Shire of 
Wyalkatchem and the Avon Community Development Foundation. 

The terms of reference include reviewing current aviation activities in the central wheatbelt and the future 
development of the industry, identifying opportunities for additional aviation training, examining and inspecting 
aviation infrastructure availability in the region, and examining local and state government requirements to 
establish an aviation industry based in the central wheatbelt. I expect a report on the findings of this taskforce to 
be delivered by December this year. 
The announcement of the Australian Flight Instructor Training School in the central wheatbelt will provide 
world-class facilities in a training area that is not overcrowded with aircraft, as is the case at Jandakot airfield. 
The school plans to have 200 student pilots training in the wheatbelt by 2012, with a training staff of 40, plus 
additional support and domestic staff. The Australian Flight Instructor Training School course is designed to 
integrate teaching skills during the training for a commercial pilot’s licence and requires a 90 per cent pass mark 
for all assessments. Students attending the school will come from India, China and Australia. 

Mr Speaker, I would also like to pay tribute to the dedication of Mr Barney Fernandes, who had the vision to 
develop flight instructor training schools in the region, including the existing facility in Merredin. He has worked 
closely with the Avon Community Foundation and the Wheatbelt Development Commission and he is just one 
of the factors why we are now seeing the growth of this new industry in the central wheatbelt area. 
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